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Agenda

• Important library information for first-year students

• Legal research basics
• Westlaw, Lexis, and AI tools

• Anatomy of a case

• Legal citation

• Noting up

• Finding commentary about a case

• Case comments
• Researching for case comments



Library Basics



Bookmark the Bora website

library.law.utoronto.ca





We loan more than just books!



Mac users: 
Check with IT 
when setting 
up wireless 

printing



Past Exams



Need Help?

• Ask for a librarian at the circulation desk, Monday 
to Friday, 10 AM to 4 PM

• Email Us
John Bolan, john.bolan@utoronto.ca

Sooin Kim, sooin.kim@utoronto.ca 

Alexandra Kwan, alexandra.kwan@utoronto.ca

Alexia Loumankis, alexia.loumankis@utoronto.ca

All of us, law.ref@utoronto.ca



Legal Research Basics



Westlaw and Lexis

• All FOL students have 
individual accounts
• Free to use in law school; 

expensive in practice

• You must develop 
proficiency with BOTH 
databases

• Bookmark & search these 
databases separately 
• Not part of our library 

catalogue or Google 
searches



Recorded training on e.Legal

• Fall 2024: Lexis+ and Westlaw Edge training

• e.Legal > Library Resources > Training Recording Links

https://www.law.utoronto.ca/e-legal/library-resources


Generative AI and Legal Research

• Follow prof’s instructions before using them for an 
assignment

• ChatGPT, Claude, Bard, etc. can produce 
“hallucinations” (aka fake citations/sources) for legal 
research questions

• You will have to confirm the accuracy of the content the 
AI tools produce

• You have access to the best texts and databases (which 
use AI, too) so prioritize using those tools before using 
the free AI tools

• That being said, experiment and play around with the 
AI tools; these tools are here to stay



Anatomy of a Decision

• Let’s break down a decision as it appears in an 
online database, because there is a lot of 
information present that you usually don’t find in 
your casebooks and coursepacks

• You need to know what you’re looking at in order 
to analyze and cite it correctly

• If you want to follow along, go to Westlaw and 
search for Boucher v Wal-Mart Canada Corp, 2014 
ONCA 419



Neutral Citation

Style of Cause

Parallel Citations

Full Name 
Listing All 
PartiesJudges

Court File Number



Counsel

Detailed Subject Headings

Main Subject Headings







Start of Decision/Judgment

What the Judge 
Is Deciding



Anatomy of a Decision

• Case information (contents will depend on the publisher):
• Style of Cause / case name
• Parallel citations
• Court
• Date of hearings (sometimes) and date of decision
• Judges and counsel
• History of case (if appeal case)

• Authorities
• List of cases, legislation, and secondary sources cited and considered by judges in making 

their decision (this is still not part of the judgment)

• Headnote / case summary
• Written by publisher’s editorial team; summarizes case & highlights all the key points of 

law considered in the case
• Headnotes should never be quoted/cited as they are not part of the judgment

• Judgment of the court
• The judgment is the “law”
• The beginning of the judgement is indicated by the judge’s name



Legal Citation with the McGill Guide

• U of T follows the Canadian 
Guide to Uniform Legal 
Citation (aka the McGill Guide)

• We use footnotes, not in-text 
citations

• Read chapter “General Rules” 
to familiarise yourself to legal 
citation and the McGill Guide

• Ask us for help!

• Do NOT leave to last minute!!!





Case Citations

• A case citation helps the reader locate the decision because 
it conveys identifying information
• Style of cause (name of the case)

• Year of decision

• Court level

• Jurisdiction

• Where case can be found (reporter, database)

• A case with multiple citations (called parallel citations) 
generally coveys its importance or level of public interest:

Boucher v Wal-Mart Canada Corp, 2014 ONCA 419, 2014 CarswellOnt 
6646, [2014] OJ No. 2452, 120 OR (3d) 481, 16 CCEL (4th) 239, 2014 
CLLC 210-037, 240 ACWS (3d) 389, 318 OAC 256, 374 DLR (4th) 293.



Noting up 

• Noting up: finding both the complete judicial history of a 
case and subsequent cases that cited it in order to assess 
the precedential value of a case
• Both aspects necessary to assess precedential value

• The ‘finding’ part is straightforward, thanks to the online tools



Noting up – the online tools

• Noting up tools are called “citators”

• Lexis– QuickCite

• WestlawNext Canada – KeyCite Canada

• Scope and features of each citator varies so consider 
checking results on both for important situations



Noting up







How Bercovici treated Boucher, 
the case we’re noting up How Bercovici was 

treated by other cases



If we click on Bercovici, and check it’s 
history..



We can see that it was reversed in part ….



Treatment indicators - limitations
• Cases can contain multiple issues, threads of reasoning and 

conclusions of law. Treatment indicators can’t reflect this 
complexity – they reduce ‘treatment’ to a single symbol or 
word
• You are judged on your ability to grapple with the reasoning of cases, 

which will never be communicated by a treatment indicator 

• Assessing the precedential value of the cases: the noting up 
tools only gather the cases, they do not ‘assess’ them in depth
• Rely on the online noting-up tools to organize search results and guide 

you to relevant cases. 
• They can helpfully filter by jurisdiction and court level, which are 

important considerations for you, however…
• To assess the precedential value of a case you must read the case 

yourself and engage with its reasoning



Finding commentary about a case

• The citator tools in WL and Lexis also point to 
secondary sources - books and other legal 
publications - that cite a case. This is a quick way to  
finding writings about a case.
• Limitation: these tools find only material in their own 

database, so their reach is limited. But it’s a good way to 
start!

• Let’s look at how we do that…











Finding discussion of a case in a 
book
• Most print law books have Tables of Cases, and the 

quickest way to find discussion of a case is to use 
that (eg to follow)
• Online books usually lack a table of cases: instead, you 

can use their search option

• Alternatively, use the book’s Table of Contents 
an/or Index to locate your topic

• Here’s what a table of cases looks like…





Other sources for finding academic 
journal commentary on a case

• Search the case name in journal article databases:
• Westlaw’s Canadian articles

• Lexis’s Canadian articles

• Hein online (database of US, Canada, UK, Australia, NZ 
journals)



Treatises

• The single best resource for gaining knowledge of 
the law is the legal treatise ie book

• Treatises can cover huge areas of law (torts, 
contracts) or narrow areas (s7 of the Charter)

• What does a treatise provide?
• Systematic exposition of principles of law

• Authoritative interpretation of legal sources 1

• Identify and discuss leading cases and relevant legislation



What’s wrong with this footnote of this book ?

1 Fernandez, Angela & Markus Dubber, Law Books in Action: Essays on the Anglo-
American Legal Treatise (Oxford: Hart, 2012).

• Collection of essays on 
legal treatises edited by  
Professors Fernandez & 
Dubber 

• 1 Angela Fernandez & Markus Dubber, 
Law Books in Action: Essays on the 
Anglo-American Legal Treatise (Oxford: 
Hart, 2012).









Case Comments



What is a case comment

A short essay that describes and critically analyses a 
decision.

A case comment in law school requires complete 
citations, in footnotes, unless your instructor tells 
you otherwise. 

It can be supported by research into:

 jurisprudence 

 commentary



Structure of a case comment

• Facts: very brief recitation of relevant facts

• Holding: Summary of the judgment, and history of the 
case (if any)
• Point of law: perhaps summarize how the holding fits into the 

larger context (of case law)

• Analysis! The most important – and least standardized 
– part of a case comment. 
• Your analysis.

• Informed by your research, but not a recitation or summary of 
your research

• Review your assignment for the structure your 
instructor wants!!!



Case comment vs research paper

• Although case comments require research, the 
comment should focus on your own analysis–not a 
survey of existing commentary with a few of your 
own comments added in.

• Much of the research around your case comment 
should cover the state of the jurisprudence on the 
issues, so you can analyze how your case fits in



Research for a case comment?

• Cases: note up the case. Consult treatises to 
identify leading cases on the issue.

• Writing/commentary: 
• You can start via noting up > secondary sources

• Check treatises for any commentary on your case and 
for commentary on the legal issue (use research guides)

• Check articles databases, perhaps



Finding commentary to support a 
case comment
• Even when you are not specifically tasked with 

finding commentary for your assignment it can be 
extremely helpful to:
• Orient you to the law in the area

• Synthesize the case law on the topic

• Provide the author’s perspective on the law

Allows you to understand the case in context

2024-09-27



Articles: searching articles databases

• To search many journals and case reporters at 
once: go to WL Canada journals database (or Lexis’ 
equivalent database or HeinOnline) 
• I’ll focus only on Westlaw today

• (WL main page > Law source from top menu of 
Subscriptions > LawSource Journals and Law Reviews)

2024-09-27



Getting to Westlaw’s journal 
articles database

2024-09-27



Select “LawSource Journals and Law Reviews”

2024-09-27



Reminder – Ask Us for Help!

• Ask for a librarian at the circulation desk, Monday 
to Friday, 10 AM to 4 PM

• Email Us
John Bolan, john.bolan@utoronto.ca

Sooin Kim, sooin.kim@utoronto.ca 

Alexandra Kwan, alexandra.kwan@utoronto.ca

Alexia Loumankis, alexia.loumankis@utoronto.ca

All of us, law.ref@utoronto.ca
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