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Visit the Library

• Hours of Operation
• Mon-Thurs: 8:45-11, Fri: 8:45-8, Sat & Sun: 10-8

• Study Rooms
• Main floor: 3 rooms, Upstairs: 8 rooms

• Book rooms via our website

• Information Commons = Computers

• Information Desk
• Circulation: Short-term loans and course reserves

• Reference: Research and citation help 

• IT: Help with your computer, WIFI, etc.

• Website: library.law.utoronto.ca

https://library.law.utoronto.ca/


IT Services

• Located at Information Desk

• Staffed Monday – Sunday, 8 am to 8 pm

• Assist with
• Wireless printing

• Connecting to U of T’s wireless network

• Library’s scanner/photocopier/printer

• Information Commons computers

• Contact: helpdesk.law@utoronto.ca

mailto:helpdesk.law@utoronto.ca


Mac users: 
Check with IT 
when setting 
up wireless 

printing



Physical Collection

• First Floor: Stacks (A-Z), Law Reports, Canadian Abridgment

• Second Floor: Course Reserves, Federal and Provincial Legislation

• Third Floor: Theses, Journals

• Can also borrow from all other U of T Libraries





Online Collection

• Bookmark our Website: library.law.utoronto.ca

• Access to online books, journals, databases, legislation, etc.

• Vast majority of our other online resources are available from 
anywhere off-campus using your UTORid

• A small number require a special password or can only be accessed 
from campus; instructions are included on our website

• We also have digitized exams going back to 2011

https://library.law.utoronto.ca/










Lexis+ Canada & Westlaw Edge Canada

• These databases include vast amounts of case law, legislation, 
secondary materials (incl. books and law journals), and additional 
research tools like indexes, forms, etc. 

• All students have their own accounts/passwords to these services

• Free while you are in law school; expensive in practice

• Take advantage of free access to become experts in their use

• You will develop a preference, but try to use them both as your 
future place of employment may have a subscription to only one of 
these tools

• Not part of a library catalogue search or a Google search; you have to 
search them separately







Upcoming L+ and WEC Training

Lexis+ Training

IN PERSON 

• Thursday, October 13, 2022 
@ 12:30-1:30PM 
[Rm P120, Bennett Lecture Hall]

• Thursday, October 27, 2022 
@ 1-2PM 
[Rm J250, Rosalie Silberman Abella Moot 
Court Room]

ONLINE 

• Tuesday, October 18 
@ 4-5PM 

Westlaw Edge Training

ONLINE ONLY

• Monday, September 26th @ 
1-2PM

• Tuesday, October 25 
@ 1-2 PM

Questions? Email alexandra.kwan@utoronto.ca

mailto:alexandra.kwan@utoronto.ca




Legal Citation

• At U of T Faculty of Law we follow the Canadian Guide to Uniform 
Legal Citation, aka the McGill Guide

• The final word is up to your course instructor

• You will cover citation more thoroughly in LRW

• Don’t leave citations to the last minute



People

Feel free at any time to make an appointment with a librarian for 
research assistance

john.bolan@utoronto.ca

alexandra.kwan@utoronto.ca

alexia.loumankis@utoronto.ca

law.ref@utoronto.ca

sufei.xu@utoronto.ca (Inter-Library Loans)

anna.szot.sacawa@utoronto.ca (Library Account/Circulation Matters)

mailto:john.bolan@utoronto.ca
mailto:alexandra.kwan@utoronto.ca
mailto:alexia.loumankis@utoronto.ca
mailto:law.ref@utoronto.ca
mailto:sufei.xu@utoronto.ca
mailto:anna.szot.sacawa@utoronto.ca


Introduction to Legal Research

Legal Research and Writing Program



Agenda for this part of our session

▪ How legal research differs from other research

▪ Basic legal research concepts and process

▪ Anatomy of an online judgment

▪ Explanation of parallel citations



Legal Research

▪ Not just finding – the finding part can be tricky, but 
it’s just the beginning….

▪ Evaluating, synthesizing will be key to your 
analysis– and it’s your analysis which is the point 
after all

▪ BUT you won’t be able to do the analysis if you aren’t 
able to find the right material, and be confident that 
you’ve looked in all the right places



How legal research differs from other 
types of research

▪ Some peculiarities that complicate legal research:

– Jurisdiction

– Role of precedent

– Court heirarchies

– Interaction between statutes, constitutions and judicial 

decisions 

– Textual and conceptual: much less data focused than other 

disciplines, and analysis of competing theories may not be 

amenable to sorts of proof you are be used to seeing

▪ However, you have many tools for dealing with those 
complicating factors. We will be going over those in 
our future sessions!



▪ In the early years of your career you are often evaluated 
on the quality of your writing and research

▪ Later on in your career you will be evaluating research 
done by others, and of course you will be maintaining 
current awareness of the legal situation throughout your 
career

▪ Bottom line: Throughout your careers you will be 
connected in a variety of ways to legal research. It’s a 
conduit for the knowledge that will undergird your 
professional practice

Research: a mainstay of legal practice



▪ Throughout law school you will be writing substantial 
papers that require effective research

– You can miss the target on some analytical aspects of an issue 
and still provide at least a decent answer by compensating in 
other areas

– But failing to include key cases or statutes is another matter -
hard to come back from that mistake [true in practice as well as 
school].

– And excelling requires hitting the target in both your analysis 
and your research

Research & Academic Success



▪ Secondary Sources

▪ Sources which explain or describe the law. 

▪ Books

▪ Journal articles

▪ Encyclopaedias

▪ Other forms of academic commentary

▪ Primary Sources

▪ These are the law itself: 

▪ Constitution

▪ Legislation

▪ Cases 

Some terminology



▪ Let’s break down a case as it appears in the online 
databases, because there is a lot of information 
present that you usually don’t find in your casebooks 
and coursepacks.







HEADNOTES



Table of Authorities



JUDGMENT



Concurring & Dissenting judgments

▪ Concurring judgments (judges agree with the decision but for a 
different reason)

▪ dissenting judgements (judges disagree with a decision or part of 
a decision and explain why)

▪ With some rare exceptions, both of these will follow the judgment 
of the court



Noting up

▪ Refers to the process of finding cases that have 
considered other cases or legislation

– Essential part of legal research. Necessary to determine the 
precedential value of a case, and obtain courts’ 
interpretations of legislation

You will cover this in LRW



Tip: keep track of cases you look at

▪ Case research can become repetitive. 

▪ When you do your research you will read a LOT of 
cases.  It’s helpful to keep track of the cases you have 
read, somehow. 



Help for in person and remote students

▪ We are available to help you with all questions, big 
or small. 

▪ Whether it’s citation, research strategy or problems 
finding a case or article, please ask us

▪ We can meet virtually via Microsoft Teams, Zoom as 
well as by email & phone. Please reach out to us with 
any questions you have.


