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Abstract: This paper examines contemporary conceptions of law and their politics in the abortion field
today. The first section revisits the era of abortion law liberalism and describes its key features including:
the empowerment of lawyers and judges as primary political actors, political compromise as an inherent
feature of abortion law, a focus on the philosophical and legalistic aspects of abortion rights, all with
progressive liberalism as its only imagined end. The article tracks, however, an alternative path in
explanation of the current state of the field in particular, the repurposing of liberal abortion law and its
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