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From the Brexit referendum in the UK, the election of Donald Trump in the US, and the most recent trag-
edy at a mosque in Quebec City, it is hard not to notice that politicians of various stripes have “Islam” and 
“Muslims” on the brain.  So many want to talk about what “Islam” is or who “Muslims” really are.  In this 
talk, we will explore the political work done when “Islam” and “Muslim” are invoked.  Whether as social 
constructions or literary tropes, “Islam” and “Muslim” become proxies for something that all of us have a 
stake in defining, but must now reclaim as our own.  Professor Emon will offer a framework for filtering 
the random bits of information that fall from the Twitter-sphere.   

Participants are invited to submit in advance a media headline and story that they 
want to discuss and problematize.    
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Please submit a link to the story you wish to discuss here or visit 
the relevant event page of www.aspercentre.ca to submit. Due to 
time constraints, only a small number of stories may be selected.  

http://www.aspercentre.ca/events/calendar/Dr__Anver_Emon_Special_Lecture/Submit_a_Headline_or_News_Story_for_Dr__Emon_to_discuss_on_Feb_28th.htm
http://www.aspercentre.ca

