
The why, how, and the details of the shift from prohibition to regula-
tion of cannabis provide an evolving example of  “permit but discour-
age” in law’s encounter with consumption including alcohol, tobacco, 
gambling, and non nutritious food. Such interactions illustrate the 
complexities of altering behavior.  Will this change regarding mari-
juana be a pathway for an even more dramatic transformation: the 
legalization of all recreational drugs?

W. A. (Bill) Bogart, B.A., LL.B. (University of Toronto) LL.M. (Harvard), Distinguished Univer-
sity Professor and Professor of Law at the University of Windsor (retired), has been a Virtual 
Scholar in Residence for the Law Commission of Canada, and has been a frequent consul-
tant to government. He is the author/editor of eight books; the last three on regulation of 
consumption -  Permit But Discourage: Regulating Excessive Consumption (OUP/NY, 2011), 
Regulating Obesity? : Government, Society and Questions of Health (OUP/NY, 2013), and 
O� the Street: Legalizing Drugs (Dundurn, 2016). He writes 
Blogs for the Hu�ngton Post and comments frequently for the media.
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