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American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics, being the Society’s first Canadian President. He has 
chaired the Research Ethics Boards of the University of Toronto and of the National Science 
Council of Canada, and was the founding Chair of the Research Ethics Boards of both Health 
Canada and then the Public Health Agency of Canada. He is a member and immediate past-Chair of 
the Ethics Committee of the International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics (FIGO), which 
embraces over 180 national associations of obstetrics and gynecology, and with Professor Rebecca 
Cook, Associate Co-Editor for Legal and Ethical Issues of the FIGO official journal, the International 
Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics. Bernard is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and an 
Officer of the Order of Canada. 

Choice and the Common Good; Symbolic Legislation and Developments in Biolaw; and Humanity across 
International Law and Biolaw.

A light lunch will be served. 

For accommodation purposes, please avoid scented products when participating in the seminar

For more information about this seminar series and to obtain a copy of the paper, e-mail events.law@utoronto.ca

The recently tabled bill on Medical Assistance in Dying [MAiD]  softens the requirement for reconfirmation 
of a person's request for MAiD and would allow some form of advance request.  Advance requests for MAID 
will also be discussed by Parliament this summer as part of the 5-year review of the law.  Among the 
contentious issues is whether and in what circumstances people should be able to make an advance 
request to have MAiD when they have severe dementia and are no longer capable of decision-making. 
The Netherlands is currently the only country that allows MAiD to be performed on people with severe 
dementia who are not irreversibly unconscious. Although there is a significant increase in such cases in 
the Netherlands, the practice remains controversial, as highlighted by a recent criminal case. A discussion 
of this Dutch case and the Dutch developments by Health Law expert van Beers will be followed by 
commentaries on the Canadian developments, including on the new Billl, and a discussion with the 
audience. Commentators include Health Law experts, Medical Practitioners, a MAID assessor, and include 
two members of the Council of Canadian Academies Expert Panel on Advance Requests for MAiD. 

(open to the public. For more information : events.law@utoronto.ca)

A light lunch will be provided
For more info on this workshop and the draft paper: e-mail events@utoronto.ca
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