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39 Queens Park
Toronto, ON M5S 2C3
(t): 416.946.0397
(f): 416.946.3744
probono.students@utoronto.ca


STUDENT APPLICATION FORM 2015-2016
Due Sept 18th at 5pm to probono.students@utoronto.ca
CONTACT INFORMATION

Please see privacy statement at end of application
	Name 
	

	Year (entering) in law school
	

	Email 

	Phone 
	


Considering all your other commitments (school, other volunteer work, part-time job, etc.), are you willing to devote 3-5 hours per week to a PBSC placement (excluding the exam sessions)? 
[  ] YES   
[  ] NO

If you have not volunteered with PBSC before, you must attend both our mandatory PBSC General Training Session and WestlawCanada Legal Research and Writing training session. Two options are provided for each. If you have previously volunteered, you do not have to attend the Westlaw Canada training. 

Are you a returning PBSC volunteer? 

[  ] YES   
[  ] NO

Please indicate which date you expect to be able to attend. All training takes place at lunch (from 12:30-2 p.m.) and food is provided:
PBSC General Training: 
[  ] Monday, September 28th    -or-
[  ] Wednesday, September 30th 
WestlawCanada Legal Research and Writing:
[  ] Monday, October 19th       -or-
[  ] Tuesday, October 20th 
PERSONAL BACKGROUND

We attempt to match students based on interest and experience. Please fill out the following section to allow us to better match you to a placement. In addition, please attach a current résumé (max 2 pages). 

Occasionally, PBSC partners organizations which service equity-seeking communities express a preference for a law student volunteer who shares the same cultural background as the community the organization is serving.  If you are interested in working with a particular community, please provide a few lines setting out your background and preferences.  As always, PBSC will make every effort to find you a placement that matches your interests and skills.

	Undergraduate/educational background 
	

	Related work, volunteer or other experience or background  
	

	Other languages spoken (if any)

and skill level 
	


PROJECTS 

We have provided a list of all PBSC projects for the coming year. Please read through them and rank your top 10 choices in order of preference (1 being your most preferred project). We will do our best to match you with a project that suits your interests; however, we cannot guarantee that you will be matched with your first choice. All PBSC Projects have been carefully selected to ensure they provide a valuable legal experience to students.
	RANK


	Pro Bono Canada (PBC) & Pro Bono Students Canada (PBSC)
 National Law Firm Pro Bono Report & Report Card

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Access to justice

· Public interest work 
	PBSC and Pro Bono Canada (a national organization made up of five provincial pro bono clearinghouses) are creating a National Law Firm Pro Bono report and report card. The purpose of these publications is to provide public interest-focused students with the tools they need to be able to make informed employment decisions, and to provide law firms with incentive to enhance their pro bono commitments and become leaders in this area.

The student will work under the guidance of the Executive Director of Pro Bono Law Ontario, attending project meetings with firm managing partners and pro bono chairs.
Responsibilities include:

· Conduct research on existing guides, tools and methodologies

· Develop  the benchmarks to measure commitment to pro bono for both the report and report card

· Gather and collate the information for report card 
· Accompany the executive director to project meetings, including meetings with firm Managing Partners and Pro Bono Chairs 


	· 1 student (2L preferred)
· If you are interested in this position, please describe why you are interested and what relevant skills and experiences you can bring to the pro bono executive  
· This project is expected to take two years. The ability to commit to two years is preferred, but not required.



	RANK


	The 519 Church Street Community Centre—Legal Advice and Referrals Clinic:
 Intake and Referral Project

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· poverty law/ LGBT advocacy

· clinical work
	The students will assist with the operation of the clinic. He/she will be responsible for conducting brief client intake interviews and assisting lawyers during main client interviews. This may involve legal research and drafting tasks.

In the second semester the students will each be responsible for planning, researching, and facilitating one public legal information workshop.
	· One student 
· Must be Queer and Trans Positive

· Must be non-judgemental towards people with mental health and addictions issues

· Strong interviewing skills and knowledge of poverty, employment, and/or health law are assets


	RANK


	Ministry of the Attorney General, Aboriginal Justice Division (MAG AJD)
Aboriginal Justice Internship

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Aboriginal law

· Legal research and writing  
	There are a variety of projects, listed here in order of priority: 

1) Participating students would work with MAG AJD to compile (a) public legal education (PLE) materials that are already in existence for Aboriginal peoples and (b) a list of workshops that have been delivered within First Nations communities with sample materials for those workshops.
2) Participants will be asked to conduct a variety of research projects based on the recommendations made by former Supreme Court of Canada Justice Frank Iacobucci in his report entitled “First Nations Representation on Ontario Juries” (“Iacobucci Report”).  
3) In relation to this recommendation, participants would compile available videos related to two topics: (a) Indigenous legal traditions and (b) issues that arise for First Nations peoples in dealing with the justice system.
4) Participants would conduct legal research on the POA and its effect on Aboriginal peoples, which could include interviews with lawyers working in the field.
5) Participants in the internship will track coroner’s inquest recommendations concerning Aboriginal peoples and create a compendium that could serve as a data base for MAG AJD
	· 2-3 first year students 
· Demonstrated interest in Aboriginal law


	RANK


	Animal Justice 
 Animal Law Reform

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Animal law

· Legal research and writing
	The students will assist with several projects that are aimed, broadly speaking, to improving laws relating to animals. The student will research and write blog posts for the Animal Justice website, which typically address shortcomings in the current law and efforts to improve it. For example, past topics include farmed animal welfare laws, the laws regulating captive wild animals, and food labelling regulations. The student will assist by preparing research memos, which also typically address concerns about the current laws and/or problems with enforcement. The anticipated use of the research memos is in drafting letters and recommendations to local, provincial and federal governments and other stakeholders that may assist with the goal of law reform.
	· One student 

· Demonstrated interest in animal justice


	RANK


	Animal Justice

Animal Law Case Summaries

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Animal law

· Legal research and writing 
	Animal    Justice    operates    the    most    comprehensive    online    library    of    Canadian    cases    relevant    to    animal    law,    found    at:    http://animaljustice.ca/library/.      The    library    is    an    invaluable    resource    for    lawyers,    law    students,    and    members    of    the    public.    The    student    will    read    reported    and    unreported    cases    relevant    to    animal    law    (most    commonly,    criminal    cases),    and    write    brief    case    summaries    (around    4-600    words)   for    Animal    Justice’s    online    animal    law    library.    The    student    will    also    be    responsible    for    uploading    the    case    and    adding    search    keywords.    Finally,    the    student    may    be    responsible    for    seeking    out    new,    additional    cases    to    add    to    the    library.    
	· One student 

· Demonstrated interest in animal justice 


	RANK


	Association in Defence of the Wrongly Convicted (AIDWYC)/ Ontario Justice Education Network (OJEN):

Wrongful Convictions Public Legal Education Presentations

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Criminal law

· Public legal education/advocacy 
	Together, AIDWYC and OJEN have developed a public legal education presentation on wrongful convictions that PBSC students will deliver in high schools, post-secondary education institutions and community centres. Law students will present on wrongful conviction topics such as causes of wrongful convictions, rights when interacting with police, case studies and post-exoneration and compensation.
	· 1 student

· Experience with youth is an asset
· Teaching experience is an asset
· Demonstrated interest in criminal law


	RANK


	The Association for Media Literacy (AML):
The Plain Language End User License Agreement Project

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· contract law

· legal research and writing/advocacy
	The student will “translate” complicated consumer contracts (Facebook, Google, Twitter, Instagram etc.) into Plain Language documents, for direct comparison with the original contract to educate consumers. The students will develop a Public Legal Education seminar in teams and deliver them during second semester.  
	· 4 students 

· Completion of a course in contract law is helpful

· Interest in media literacy


	RANK


	Barbara Schlifer Commemorative Clinic (BSCC):
 Family Court Support Program (FCSP)  Placement

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· family law

· court assistance to survivors of domestic violence 
	The FCSP was established in the fall of 2011 by the Ministry of the Attorney General of Ontario. The family court process can be overwhelming and confusing for anyone involved. Individuals who have experienced abuse in their relationship may face unique barriers in accessing the resources and services they need. The presence of violence and abuse in their lives often also impacts on an individual’s capacity to full engage in all aspects of the family law system. The delivery of the FCSCP is focused on assisting survivors as they navigate through the family court process. 

Students will assist BSCC court support workers during weekly shifts at either 311 Jarvis Court or 47 Sheppard Court. BSCC court-based staff provide legal information, referrals, and support to survivors of domestic violence.
	· 4 students

· Must be female  

· Must be able to attend mandatory specialized training (Date TBA)
· Previous clinical experience and some knowledge of violence against women would be an asset

· Must have capacity for empathy and non-judgemental attitude

· Additional languages would be an asset

· Students enrolled in BSCC credit program cannot concurrently participate in this placement 


	RANK


	 Bio Ethics Department at SickKids Hospital:
Academic Research Project 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Health Law 

· Ethics 

· Legal research and writing  
	The Head of the Bio Ethics Department at SickKids is seeking 2 students to co-author academic papers and posters on the following topics: 

(a) Resource Allocation and the prioritization of children- Project will aim at a short publication and academic poster exploring insights in law relevant to whether or not children should be prioritized in health care.

(b) The Dual accountability of clinician-researchers- Unpacking the challenge when the duties that flow from one’s role as a clinician (fiduciary responsibility) are different from the duties that flow from one’s role as a researcher (TCPS2). What should one do when one is treating a patient and also recruiting that patient to be in one’s research study
	· 3 students 

· Upper year mandatory
· Background in Bioethics/ Health Law/ Philosophy preferred

· Course in Health Law preferred (indicate if you have taken this course, or will be taking it during Winter semester)

· Interest in Health Law


	RANK


	Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA):
 Legal Research Internship

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· public interest/civil rights

· legal research and reporting 
	The students will perform legal research and prepare memos on various topics as assigned by the CCLA's Program Directors. This may include case briefs, reviews of draft or proposed legislation, policy reviews and research memoranda on fundamental freedoms, police powers, national security, equality and civil liberties public education.
	 students

· UY students who have completed courses in constitutional and/or public law



	RANK


	Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA):
 Public Enquiries Internship

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· public interest/civil rights

· public outreach/ correspondence
	Students will assist with the CCLA’s ongoing interactions with the public by reviewing and responding to emails, letters, and phone calls, as well as assisting with some public walk-ins. This will include intake, triage, assessment, and research.
	· 2 students

· Preference will be given to UY students




	RANK


	Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA):
Talk Rights 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· public interest/civil rights

· legal monitoring/ research/content creation
	1)
Students’ primary responsibility will be to create accessible information on rights and liberties: 

a.Students will be provided with a topic assignment and asked to conduct preliminary background research and prepare an issue summary

b.Students will work with CCLA staff to determine the kinds of rights materials that would be useful to the public on the topic and will work on drafting those materials, under CCLA supervision

2)Students will participate in four civil liberties “intensives” over the course of the academic year, in conjunction with CCLA RightsWatch students.  During these online sessions students will have exclusive access to leading practitioners on different civil liberties topics.  

3)Working with CCLA RightsWatch students at their law school, students will be required to organize a brownbag lunch or event. 
	· 1 student
· Familiarity with constitutional law is an asset

· Engaged with current events

· Strong writing skills

· Ability to attend online training session to be held on Friday, October 9 and Saturday, October 10 (students are required to attend one of these two sessions based on their availability).   



	RANK


	Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA)
Clinic Intake & Research Assistance

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Public Interest

· Environmental Law
	The student will assist CELA lawyers with clinic intake and research on environmental law issues, and produce research memos on current files.
	· 2-3 Students
· Interest in social justice, public interest law, and/or environmental law
· UY with Admin Law experience Preferred 


	RANK


	Canadian Lawyers for International Human Rights (CLAIHR)

International Human Rights Blog Project

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· legal research and writing

· education, advocacy  
	CLAIHR launching a blog in September 2014 to develop original, unique Canadian content to contribute to the national and international human rights discourse. Students will assist in brainstorming for unique blog pieces regarding international human rights, conduct legal research in support and review of blog posts, and write posts of their own.  
	· 2-4 students  

· Interest or experience in journalism and/or international human rights
· First year Constitutional Law preferred, UY Int’l HR or IHRP is an asset 


	RANK


	Centre for Equality Rights in Accommodation (CERA):
 Human Rights in Housing Program 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· tenant and housing law 

· clinical work/ public legal education 
	Our Human Rights & Housing Access, Stabilization and Eviction Prevention Hotline assists approximately 1,500 individuals each year who are experiencing discrimination in housing or who are having difficulty accessing or maintaining housing.  Caseworkers assist tenants by providing information and advice, providing referrals to appropriate community supports, and advocating on tenants’ behalf with landlords and housing providers. 

In addition to providing direct services to CERA’s clients as a caseworker, students may also be asked to provide public legal education workshops on housing and human rights and/or provide research support to CERA’s lawyer as necessary.
	· 1-4  students

· Interest in working with marginalized and vulnerable populations, and have an interest and commitment to poverty law issues


	RANK


	Class Actions Project

With Professor Simon Stern

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· legal research and writing

· class actions 


	This project requires two students to help lay the groundwork for a Class Actions Project that launched in Sept 2014. The project is currently in its second year 

Year 1: Students will conduct research on potential class action cases and if possible, representative plaintiffs. The goal of this research will be to present a potential class action to a law firm in the second year of the project. Examples of research may include cy pres orders to investigate how PBSC and the partner firm will deal with possible future costs and awards. 
Year 2: Students will perform legal research and drafting for a class action file with a participating law firm., under the guidance of Simon Stern The file will be one of the following in order of preference:

· A file prepared by students and presented to firms at the end of the first year of the project

· A file that would otherwise be neglected but for the contribution of students’ work

· A file that the firm has chosen that reflects public interest concerns.
	· Up to 5
· Interest or experience in class actions and advocacy

· UY 
· Students who have or will be taking Class Actions preferred


	RANK


	Toronto Deputy Judge Clerking Project:
47 Sheppard Clerking 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· legal research and writing
	Two 3L students will gain unique hands-on experience as they perform legal research and writing under the mentorship of Administrative Deputy Judge Laura Ntoukas. Students will arrange a weekly shift at the Toronto Small Claims Court, located at 47 Sheppard Avenue, where they will perform “File Review" of upcoming files and attendance in Court. Students will also have the opportunity to attend trials and settlement conferences, being fully briefed on the files with the permission of the parties.

Candidates should have demonstrated interest/experience in civil litigation and a strong academic record. Please note that unsuccessful candidates will automatically be considered by for the Ontario Deputy Judges Association (ODJA) Legal Research Internship.
	· 2 3L students
· 7-10 hour per week commitment 


	RANK


	Evergreen 

Community Benefits Research

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Community/urban development
· Legal research and writing
	The student will undertake research to examine a number of separate but related legal issues related to the adoption of Community Benefit Agreements (CBAs) in Canada.  

CBAs are becoming increasingly common south of the border, but are relatively new in Canada.    However, they present a number of legal and policy issues, for which there is some US but little Canadian research.  They include questions like standing, enforceability, successorship and assignment; the interaction between CBAs and legislation like the Ontario Planning Act or international trade agreements; and implications for the relevant provincial and municipal policy frameworks.  
	· 1 Student 
· Interest in planning, policy and/or social justice   

· Coursework in contracts, international law, admin law and/or municipal law


	RANK


	Family Court Litigant Project 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Family law

· Access to justice   
	Students will have the opportunity to work on an exciting SSHRC funded ongoing study which directly explores the experiences and opinions on access to family justice issues and self-representation from the perspective of family litigants. This is an opportunity for law students to gain valuable client-interaction and interviewing skills, as well as learn first-hand about issues that litigants face in the family justice process. The survey is based on a questionnaire administered by Pro Bono volunteer law students. The students  will survey individuals in the waiting rooms at family court. 
	· 4 students 
· Students will be expected to and must be comfortable with approaching litigants, who may be in a state of distress or frustrated, to ask them to participate in the study   
· MUST be able to attend training from 12:30-2pm on Thursday October 1st 


	RANK


	Flemingdon Community Legal Services (FCLS):
Clinical Placement Program—Housing Stream

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· tenant and housing law 

· clinical work/public legal education  
	Students must make a two year commitment. In first year students will undergo training in Housing law, develop and deliver supervised outreach and PLE seminars, and conduct supervised clinic intakes. In second year students will conduct initial client intake interviews and/or provide research support and other file work under the close supervision of lawyers.
	· 2 students
· Students must make a 2  year commitment
· Ability to communicate in Cantonese or Mandarin is an asset   


	RANK


	Flemingdon Community Legal Services (FCLS):
Brief Services Project

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· poverty law

· clinical work 
	FCLS provides a variety of services in 3 core areas of service: landlord and tenant law, income assistance law, and Immigration law.

The student will work at the clinic on Thursdays from 1:30-4:30pm with volunteer and clinic lawyers to draft affidavits, meet with clients, and prepare notary true copies.
	· 1 student

· Must be available on Thursday afternoons (1:30-4:30)



	RANK


	Flemingdon Community Legal Services:
Afternoon Intake Project

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· poverty law

· clinical work 
	FCLS provides a variety of services in 3 core areas of service: landlord and tenant law, income assistance law, and Immigration law.

The student will work with clinic lawyer to assist with client interviews on walk-in clients, determine legal issues, and assist with internet research.
	· 1 student

Must be available one of  Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri afternoon (1:30-4:30)—which afternoon is flexible 


	RANK


	Flemingdon Community Legal Services:
Condo Research Project

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Real Estate Law
· Legal research and writing/ public legal education  
	FCLS provides a variety of services in 3 core areas of service: landlord and tenant law, income assistance law, and Immigration law.

The student will research a variety of topics involving individual condo owners in opposition to the condo board of directors. Topics include: Unauthorized renting of parking spaces; governance issues; abuse of Board power by putting liens onto individual owners
	· 1 student




	RANK


	 Health Professionals Appeal Review Board (HPARB):
Headnotes and Annotations Project  

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· heath law

· legal reporting and judicial review  
	Students work directly with Vice-chairs of the Health Professions Appeal and Review Board. In addition to writing summaries of HPARB decisions, students also attend Tribunal hearings to 'clerk' for the Vice-chairs and sit in with the Vice-chairs as they deliberate after the hearing.
	· 4 students 

· 


	RANK


	HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic (HALCO):
HIV & Refugee Law Country Conditions Research

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· immigration/ refugee law

· legal research and writing
	The student will produce new and updated research memos on HIV country conditions with respect to availability of HIV treatment, and human rights violations linked to HIV status in various countries. This will give support to HALCO’s immigration caseload, including claims for refugee protection and applications for humanitarian and compassionate consideration.
	· 1 student

· Interest in refugee and immigration law

· Interest in HIV, health, and human rights issues

· Spanish or French would be an asset 




	RANK


	Indigenous Performing Arts Alliance 
Smudging Document 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Aboriginal law


	The student will work alongside the lawyer supervisor and organization executive director to research and edit the smudging document. The smudging document will explain what and why this practice exists as well it will list resources to learn more about the traditional protocol and how it relates to performance in Canada. It will empower artists and performance practitioners aware of smudging along with those encountering it for the first time, enabling mutual understanding and respect. The student will also research and write a memo outlining the requirements of the current Not-For-Profit Corporations Act. 
	· 1 student




	RANK


	 Immigration and Refugee Detention Centers Project (IRDC)


	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Immigration and Refugee Law 

· Public Legal Education seminars
	(1) One visit per term to detention centre, where students will conduct public legal seminars on basic rights of a refugee. This will be done in teams of two. (2) Working with the Refugee Law Office, students will be pitching community organizations in order to create support programs for detained refugees. This will range from ensuring that those who have been released have a spot in shelters to ensuring that they have sufficient mental health support. Students will be educating community agencies regarding detained refugees, since the former are often unaware of this phenomenon. Having this support network can significantly shorten detention time.

(3) Students will be attending monthly detention reviews that are held in Toronto. They will be gathering data on various facets of the trial, which are generally not attended by anyone

	· 4 UY students, preference for those who have taken or are currently taken a relevant academic course or clinic (Immigration/Refugee Law)

· Preference for holders of valid driver’s license
· Teaching/oral presentation skills are an asset
· Mandatory training October 16th from 9:30am-1pm


	RANK


	 John Howard Society:
Community Justice Project/Direct Accountability Program

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· criminal law

· client service/ writing  
	Students will assist the staff of the Community Justice Program in client intake & assessment and return sessions. One student will sit in with one staff person and will also have the opportunity to shadow, attending hearings, observing set date court, and developing an understanding of the court process. 

Students will participate in intake assessment, case management, case conferences, and administration of the Court Diversion Program.

Students will provide some direct services to clients as required and as needed.

Students will prepare plain language answers to the program’s frequently asked legal questions. Lindsay Jennings, in collaboration with the Supervisor of the Community Justice Program, will come up with an initial list of ten questions to be assigned to students in September. 
	· 2 students
· Must have the ability to handle confidential and sensitive material.
· Ability to work with diverse experiences, race, class, culture and sexual orientation
· Familiarity with the criminal justice system and culturally and racially diverse communities is an asset

· Russian/Spanish/ Farsi/Hungarian/ Mandarin would be an asset




	RANK


	Justice For Children and Youth (JFCY):
Intake and Legal Research Support

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· youth/children and the law

· Intake and research  
	Students attend 4 hour shifts weekly to provide legal assistance to staff lawyers with legal research, client communication and interviews, and letter writing. The students will produce research memos and complete tasks as pertain to client intake.

The students are closely supervised and given regular feedback on task performance.
	· 2 upper year students

· Interest in legal research and writing

· Experience working with youth is an asset

· Experience working within an anti-oppression framework is an asset

· Criminal, family, admin, and/or poverty law knowledge are assets


	RANK


	LGBTQ Parenting Network
Trans Family Law Project

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· poverty law

· clinical work/ public legal education  
	The LGBTQ Parenting Network at the Sherbourne Health Centre is compiling a database of frequently asked questions regarding family law issues as they pertain to the LGBTQ community. The student, in consultation with the supervising lawyer and centre staff, will research the answers and draft them in plain language to be published on the website. 

We have also developed a series of information sheets for LGBTQ parents in Ontario.  Several legal info sheets have been published, with thanks to PBSC students in 2014-2015, while others are planned.  The students will review the sheets, consult with the lawyer supervisor to identify any inaccuracies, and then work with our staff to ensure that the information is written as clearly as possible.
	· 2 students 
· LGBTQ Friendly

· Family law is an asset




	RANK


	 Law Society of Upper Canada (LSUC):
PBSC-LSUC Internship with the Complaints Resolution Department

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· professional regulation

· legal practice
	The Complaints Resolution Department is where complaints that do not rise to the severity of those going to the Discipline Department are—among other things, the student would likely be researching what is required as “corroborating evidence” to support a finding of misconduct that would result in a remedial response (as opposed to a punitive response). Located in the main LSUC office at Osgoode Hall.
	· 1 student

· Preference given to UY students who have competed administrative law


	RANK


	 Law Society of Upper Canada (LSUC):
PBSC-LSUC Internship with the Investigations Department

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· professional regulation

· legal practice
	The investigations department is where complaints that rise to the severity of going to the Discipline Department are directed—among other things, the student would be researching and attending interviews. Located in the main LSUC office at Osgoode Hall.
	· 1 student

· Preference given to UY students who have competed administrative law


	RANK


	 Law Society of Upper Canada (LSUC):
PBSC-LSUC Internship- Trustee Services Department

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· professional regulation

· legal practice
	This Department takes over the practices of lawyers that have died, left, been disbarred, etc. It is a very busy litigation department at 393 University. The student would be asked to research, do file review, draft affidavits, and there may be some client contact (ex. Notify clients that the department is taking over the practice), etc. Located at 393 University.
	· 1 student

· Preference given to UY students who have competed administrative law


	RANK


	 Metropolitan Action Committee on Violence Against Women (METRAC):
Women and Youth Legal Information Project: Research and Writing 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· violence against women advocacy

· legal research and writing 
	Students will provide research and writing for METRAC on topics that would be of assistance to survivors of intimate partner violence and woman abuse. In particular students will produce articles for the Ontario Women's Justice Network website.

NOTE: Mandatory training will be held on Oct 21, 4-6pm and Oct 28 from 3-6pm at 519 Church St.
Students unable to attend will be ineligible for the program.
	· 1 student

· Awareness of and interest in social justice, feminist, and anti-oppression theory

· Helpful to have basic understanding of family/immigration/ labour/human rights/criminal law




	RANK


	 Metropolitan Action Committee on Violence Against Women (METRAC):
Women and Youth Legal Information Project: Public Legal Education 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· violence against women advocacy

· legal research and writing 
	Students will prepare and provide PLE presentations at Toronto area shelters for women who have been exposed to violence. These PLE presentations will explain various aspects of the law that the women are likely to encounter, and may supplement information on the OWJN website.   Please note that there will be training on how to appropriately and sensitively work with vulnerable women, and on plain language and accessible presentation skills.
NOTE: Mandatory training will be held on Oct 21, 4-6pm and Oct 28 from 3-6pm at 519 Church St.

Students unable to attend will be ineligible for the program.

	· 2 female students

· Awareness of and interest in social justice, feminist, and anti-oppression theory

· Helpful to have basic understanding of family/immigration/ labour/human rights/criminal law




	RANK


	 Nunavut Human Rights Tribunal:
Comparative Review of Tribunal Rules of Procedure 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Human Rights

· Legal research and writing  
	The NHRT is one of three “direct access” human rights tribunals in Canada (as well as British Columbia and Ontario). Direct access permits individuals to file claims directly with the Tribunal which would hear it, rather than filing with a commission acting as gatekeeper.

The student will conduct a comparative review of the Rules of Procedure of the Human Rights Tribunals of Nunavut, BC, and Ontario to identify rules that exist for the adjudication of human rights claims in Ontario and BC  that are absent from Nunavut Rules of Procedure, and to suggest potential revisions to the Nunavut Rules.
	· 1 student

· Interest in human rights or administrative law is an asset


	RANK


	 Ontario Deputy Judges Association (ODJA):
Legal Research Internship 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· legal research and writing
	The student will perform research remotely for Deputy Judges in the GTA, who are tasked with writing reserve judgments. If time permits, students will research legal topics of interest to ODJA such as the power of judges regarding costs and contempt. Students will have the opportunity to shadow a Deputy Judge once per term.  
	· 2 UY students only

· Interest in civil litigation

· Strong research and writing 

· Students applying to the Deputy Judges Clerking Project will automatically be considered for this position.


	RANK


	 Ontario Counsel of Agencies Serving Immigrants (OCASI):
Settlement.org Discussion Forum 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· immigration law

· legal research and writing/public legal education 
	Students will conduct research on various topic related to settlement to create content for Settlement.org website. For example, housing (landlord/tenant rights, etc.), immigration and citizenship issues, and employment law. Students will also review existing content for accuracy and updating.  
	· 2 students 

· Interest in refugee and immigration issues 




	RANK


	Ontario Justice Education Network (OJEN):

Family Law for Young Parents(FLYP) Programs Project Officer

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Family Law

· PLE & Research
	OJEN/ROEJ’s FLYP justice education programs aims to build the legal capacity of young parents living in Toronto.  Through a facilitated dialogue and experiential activities, programs are designed to develop participants’ knowledge, skills and attitudes in an engaging, non-authoritarian way that also acknowledges the systemic barriers and challenges faced by youth participants

The student will co-facilitate justice education sessions, coordinate on-site logistics, and liaise with program partners and justice sector professionals. The student will also produce a project report for the Program Manager.

	· 1 UY student 
· Taking or having taken Family Law is an asset

· Undergrad or graduate work in social work is an asset

· 


	RANK


	 PBLO at SickKids Hospital/Holland Bloorview
Legal Clinic Research and Shadowing Internship 

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· Legal clinic

· Benefits Law/Constitutional Law/Administrative Law
	PBLO operates a legal clinic out of SickKids Hospital and at Holland Bloorview. The Children’s Hospital Projects are a unique initiative that links health care and legal care to improve child health. Created by Pro Bono Law Ontario, there are presently four children’s hospital projects in Ontario.


SickKids: Students will assist clients directly with filling in government forms, and help prepare PLE documents on topical issues, including EI benefits for parents of sick children. Once a month they will also assist with stats collection regarding actions taken.
Holland Bloorview: Students will research issues pertaining to social assistance, immigration, family law, employment law and tax law, prepare legal education materials, and draft and edit guidelines for Epilepsy Ontario dealing with legal issues arising from patients who transition into the adult system.
	· 2 students (one will be placed at SickKids, and one will be placed at Holland Bloorview) 


	RANK


	PROS: All Saints Community Centre:
PROS Public Legal Education Project

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· criminal/poverty law

· public legal education
	PROS (Providing Resources and Offering Support) is a program housed in All-Saints Church Community Centre, however its services have no religious affiliation. PROS goal is to provide legal, medical, and social services, with peer lead initiatives, to meet the needs of women and girls who have experienced sexual exploitation (women and girls who have been coerced into sex work). The program embraces a harm reduction and human based approach.
The student from U of T will work with one student from Osgoode to provide legal information during Friday Drop-In hours for sex workers from 8AM-11:30AM. The student will gather legal questions and spend 1-2 weeks researching the answers (to be approved by the lawyer) before meeting with the client again to deliver the legal information.

Research and develop PLE materials and a seminar for women and girls who have experienced commercial sexual exploitation.
	· 1 student (must be female)
· Student must believe in harm reduction and human rights philosophy 

· Additional languages are an asset

· Experience working in social justice or human rights field with marginalized populations is an asset

UY student preferred 


	RANK


	Toronto Association for Learning and Preserving the History of World War II in Asia (ALPHA):
Legacies of the Asia-Pacific War – Shifts in Contemporary Litigation

	Area of Law & 

Type of Project
	Description


	# Students &

Qualifications 

	· International humanitarian law

· legal research and writing/public legal education
	The student will conduct research on contemporary litigation related to the Asia-Pacific war. The student will track cases between the end of the war and present time, and analyze trends to shed light on the changing political background.

The student will produce a 5-8 page paper, as well as a 30 min presentation and class materials that may be integrated into the Ontario Grade 12 curriculum. In addition, the student will produce a 1 page public legal education summary for circulation online and in print.
	· 1-2 students
· Interest or experience in international, human rights law, or history

· Strong interest in social justice

· East Asian language ability (Japanese, Korean, Chinese) is an asset


We have tried to create projects in a variety of areas of law as well as different types of projects. If we are unable to place you in your top 10 ranked projects, we will consider where you interest lies with regards to area of law and type of project. 

Are you willing to be placed on another project if you do not get one of your top choices?

[  ] YES   
[  ] NO
	RANK
	AREA OF LAW
	RANK
	PROJECT TYPE

	
	Human Rights
	
	Public Legal Education (e.g. delivering seminars)

	
	LGBT Rights
	
	Clinic Work (e.g. intake)

	
	Tenant/Housing
	
	Advocacy

	
	Constitutional Law
	
	Legal Research (e.g. legal memos)

	
	Criminal Law
	
	Violence Against Women Advocacy

	
	International Law
	
	Other kinds of legal writing (e.g. blogging, articles)

	
	Family Law
	
	Legal Reporting (e.g. summarizing cases, headnotes)

	
	Litigation
	
	Policy Development

	
	Youth/Children and the Law
	

	
	Health Law
	

	
	Bankruptcy/Insolvency Law
	

	
	Immigration/Refugee Law
	

	
	Poverty Law
	

	
	Environmental Law
	

	
	Elder Law
	

	
	Media Law 
	


Do you have any specialized applications for PBSC placements still pending (You have not received word on your candidacy)? (For example: First Year Union-Side Labour Law Project, Family Law Rotation Project for First Year Students, the Family Law Project, PBSC at Law Help Ontario, etc.)

 [  ] YES   [  ] NO  

Please specify: 






By signing the Student Application Form, you commit to being available 3 to 5 hours a week for your PBSC Placement, to respecting PBSC policies and procedure, to attending the mandatory training and to completing the Final Evaluation Form at the end of the school year.

Signature :





Date : 






PRIVACY POLICY

Pro Bono Students Canada (PBSC) respects your privacy. The information on this form is collected and used for the purpose of administering PBSC, which may include the operation and development of PBSC programs through the National and local offices, communication with and reporting to stakeholders, and program publicity. PBSC will protect your information in accordance with any and all applicable privacy legislation. Any questions can be directed to your local Program Coordinator. 

Principal Funder                                                                                                         National Law Firm Partner 

Law Foundation of Ontario                                                                                               McCarthy Tétrault LLP
Pro Bono Students Canada

Student Agreement Form
Pro Bono Students Canada (“PBSC”) is a national pro bono student organization with a mandate to provide legal services without charge to organizations and individuals in need across Canada. In furtherance of its mandate, PBSC matches law student volunteers with community organizations, firms, courts and tribunals under the supervision of qualified lawyers. The law student volunteers are not qualified as lawyers, do not have professional liability insurance and are restricted from providing legal advice or otherwise holding themselves out as lawyers or legal professionals.

PBSC respects your privacy. The information on this form is collected and used for the purpose of administering PBSC, which may include the operation and development of PBSC programs through the local and National offices, communication with and reporting to PBSC members, law schools and funders, evaluating our program and program publicity. PBSC will protect the information in accordance with any and all applicable privacy legislation.  Any questions can be directed to the local Program Coordinator at probono.students@utoronto.ca
For good and valuable consideration, the undersigned acknowledges and agrees as follows:

1. I will complete all work agreed upon with PBSC.  

2. I will attend all required trainings.

3. Only extraordinary situations will exempt me from finishing the agreed-upon work. Under such circumstances I will immediately inform my project leader or volunteer coordinator, if applicable, and the PBSC Coordinator(s) of my situation so that arrangements may be made to ensure the needs of the client organization are met.

4. After receiving a referral through PBSC, I will keep the PBSC Coordinator(s) informed of developments, including my communication with the organization, the progress of my project and any concerns or questions I may have about my placement.  Specifically, I agree to make myself available to update my Program Coordinator by phone or in person at least once per semester.

5. I will hold in strict confidence all information concerning the business and affairs acquired in the course of my placement. 

6. I will ask my lawyer supervisor and/or organization supervisor to explain assigned work if I do not understand how to proceed, to clarify expected time lines and to review and evaluate my work.

7. I will not give direct legal advice.  I will not do work that is not part of my agreed-upon project without the approval of my supervising lawyer and the PBSC Coordinator(s). 

8. I will include the following statement on any written work submitted to the organization I am volunteering with: “PBSC at the Faculty of Law, [insert University here] cannot provide legal advice.  This document contains general discussion of certain legal and related issues only.  Please consult with a lawyer for assistance with legal advice.”

9. Where applicable, I will draft a work plan for my project and submit the draft by email to my PBSC chapter and lawyer supervisor by November 1st, at the latest.

10. I understand that I should generally be performing substantive legal work, although my duties may include routine work that professionals in a particular office are expected to perform.  If clerical work constitutes a significant component of my volunteer activities, I will discuss the matter with my project leader and, if necessary, notify my placement supervisor and the PBSC Coordinator(s).

11. If I have a problem while serving at an organization through PBSC, I will discuss it with my project leader or volunteer coordinator, if applicable, and my placement supervisor or other responsible persons at the organization.  If the problem is not resolved, I will immediately contact my PBSC Coordinator(s).

12. I will not represent myself as agent or representative of the organization with which I am volunteering. When outlining my project on my résumé, I will make it clear that this was a PBSC placement at my organization. 

13. I understand that my PBSC Program Coordinator will be in touch with me once each term to schedule a telephone meeting to discuss the progress of my placement. I will respond promptly to schedule those meetings.
14. I agree that any work I produce for this project does not belong to me. I understand that the work I produce belongs to the organization I am volunteering for, and on occasion PBSC, as the case may be.
15. If my project requires statistics collection, I will collect statistics throughout the year using the Volunteer Statistics Log provided to me by my PBSC Program Coordinator and submit the completed log to my PBSC Program Coordinator at the end of the year.
16. I will complete an electronic satisfaction survey when it is emailed to me in March, evaluating my experience as a student volunteer.

17. I will at all times conduct myself in a professional and ethical manner.

18. I understand that PBSC serves as a clearinghouse and takes no responsibility for injury or other liability in connection with my PBSC placement.

19. I understand that I will receive regular program updates from the PBSC National Office. I will have an opportunity to unsubscribe from that mailing list.  I understand that PBSC does not share their mailing list with any other organization and that my email address will remain confidential.

DATED as of the _____ day of ________________, 201_.

	
	
	

	Name (please print)


	
	Signature 


