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“Rights-Based Organizations for Social Justice and Development: Legitimacy and Sustainability.”

  

February 12, 2009 

12:30-2:00pm 

  

SOLARIUM 

  

  

A light lunch will be served. 

 Development and social justice organizations in the global South are increasingly identifying themselves as “rights-based organizations” (RBOs).  In some cases, Northern-based development organizations have begun mainstreaming “rights-based approaches,” transforming themselves into explicit RBOs. As a result, many of their Southern partners have begun a similar process, leading to a global RBO cascade. In other cases, Northern donors have explicit mandates to support human rights actors, promote rights based approaches to development, or build up rights-based discourses in Southern countries. As a result, more and more Southern NGOs are converting to RBO status, either officially or implicitly.  From 2005 to 2008, my research team conducted 140 interviews with RBO activists from over 45 Southern countries to address some of the following questions: How are RBOs received in Southern communities? What kind of relations do they forge with other NGOs, faith based organizations (FBOs), political parties, and governments? Does being “rights-based” improve their credibility and efficacy within their local contexts, or does it make their work more difficult? More specifically, when does it help, and when does it hinder?  How do RBOs raise money, and are their fundraising methods sustainable and judicious over the long term? 

James Ron earned a PhD in sociology from U.C. Berkeley in 1999, and joined the Norman Paterson School for International Affairs in early 2006. 

  

Prior to that, he held a Canada Research Chair at McGill University (2001-06) and was assistant professor of sociology at Johns Hopkins University (1999-01). In the 1990s, he held doctoral and postdoctoral fellowships at the Brookings Institution and Brown University. 

  

Ron's ongoing and recent research includes: 

· Rights-based organizations for development and social justice 

· The impact of international human rights research and advocacy 

· The correlates of Northern human rights reporting 

· Evidence-based methods for human rights policy 

  

In years past, Ron's research focused on political violence in Israel/Palestine, the former Yugoslavia, Congo-Brazzaville, and Peru; the role of natural resources in conflict; and the dynamics of humanitarian aid contracting in areas of armed conflict. 

Ron has worked since 1992 as an occasional research consultant to Human Rights Watch, and is a member of their Canadian Council. He has also carried out research for the International Committee of the Red Cross and CARE. 
Please RSVP by contacting Kara Norrington at kara.norrington@utoronto.ca 

