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SYNOPSIS FOR THE GUILTY PLEA


On April 20, 2009, the victims Maria Valdez and Ricardo Lopes arrived at the Pizza Pizza restaurant on First Street in Toronto. The defendant Lenny Loser and two friends were also in the take out area. The defendant and his friends had just left a house party and had been drinking. The group began taunting the victims calling them “terrorists” and “Pakis” and telling them to: “get out of the country and go back home.” The victims quickly left the shop without their pizza order, and hurried on their way back to their nearby building. The three suspects gave chase. One of the three was in possession of a baseball bat. One of the three was heard to yell: “hit the towel head”. At this time one of the defendants repeatedly hit the victim Lopes with the bat breaking his right arm and leg. Maria Valdez ran for help.

The defendant was apprehended by the police fleeing from the scene. 

Maria and Ricardo selected the defendant from a photo line up as a participant but could not be sure if he uttered any of the slurs or used the bat. The other two individuals have never been apprehended. At the time of his arrest the defendant was observed with the following symbols tattooed on his body: lightning bolts on his right bicep and a swastika on the back of his neck. The defendant was wearing knee high doc martin boots with red shoelaces in each boot.
It should be noted that although neither of the victims are of Pakistani descent there has been an extremely high incidents of assaults against people of Middle Eastern descent in this neighbourhood. In addition racist graffiti such as swastikas, have appeared throughout the neighbourhood in many locations including the wall of the Pizza Pizza shop and the nearby building where the victims had lived, as recently as the day before this incident.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The defendant pleaded guilty to assault bodily harm but denies any racist motivation in his participation in this attack.

The defendant has no criminal record, is gainfully employed at an accounting firm and has a scholarship to attend a business program at an Ivy League university. The victim is in medical school and his specialization as a neurosurgeon is in jeopardy as a result of the lasting injury to his arm. The defendant seeks a conditional sentence. The crown seeks a low end penitentiary sentence.
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