








Pro Bono Students Canada (PBSC)

PBSC WAS FOUNDED at the Faculty in 1996 and is today a national, award-winning

organization with 22 chapters across Canada. PBSC’s mandate is to
provide legal services without charge to organizations and individuals in need.
University of Toronto PBSC volunteers work on a range of engaging, innovative
volunteer projects, including assisting family law litigants, advocating before the
Tax Court of Canada and the Health Professions Appeal and Review Tribunal,
developing legal education materials for Indian Residential School Survivors,
providing workshops to refugees in detention centres and women survivors of
domestic violence, writing for a Canadian Civil Liberties Association blog, drafting
wills for HIV+ clients, and helping non-profit organizations with their business
law needs.

PBSC also administers programs that provide students with valuable, paid
opportunities in public interest law.

Donner Civic Leadership Fellowships enable U of T students to work during the
summer for public interest organizations such as B’Nai Brith Canada, the Ontario
Federation of Labour and ARCH: Disability Law Centre.

June Callwood Fellowships provide students with an opportunity to work during
the summer for First Nations organizations, including First Nations Child and
Family Caring Society, Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres and Aboriginal
Legal Services of Toronto.

The Public Interest Articling Fellowship Program, offered in partnership with the
Law Foundation of Ontario, provides students with an opportunity to article at a
public interest organization that otherwise would not have the financial capacity
to host an articling student, including Amnesty International, the Canadian Civil
Liberties Association, the Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic and Ecojustice.

International Human Rights Program (IHRP)

THE IHRP ENHANCES and advances the field of international human rights
law through advocacy, knowledge exchange, and capacity-building initiatives that
provide experiential learning opportunities for students and legal expertise to
civil society.

Advocacy

Through the clinic and working groups, students gain key experiential learning
opportunities that expose them to the theory and practice of international human
rights law while providing essential legal expertise to civil society. Projects range
from drafting policies and submissions to the United Nations, creating public legal
education materials and clearinghouses, to advocating before courts and tribunals.
(Participation in the clinic is by application only and is limited to upper-year J.D.
students. Working groups are open to all J.D. volunteers.)

Knowledge Exchange
The THRP exposes students to cutting-edge debates and grassroots defenders
through a speakers series and symposia. The IHRP’s magazine, ,is

a student-edited publication that highlights the perspectives and experiences
of our students.

Transformative Experiences

Through a summer internship program, students immerse themselves in the practice
Bbove: Through the IHRP program, Lauren Rock, Class of international human rights law, whether in Geneva, the Hague, or in the field.
of 2011, third from the right, provided country-specific In 2011, students interned at the International Criminal Court, the Inter-American
research assistance to lawyers representing LGBT refugee Commission on Human Rights, Human Rights Watch, and at grassroots organizations

claimants and worked with Aids-Free World to design in Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Nepal, Palestine, South Africa, and Thailand.
legal advocacy strategies to combat impunity for systemic

rape in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Bbove: High school students celebrate their LAWS
graduation at the Faculty of Law, June 2011

Law in Action Within Schools (LAWS)

LAWS IS A UNIQUE three-year academic and extracurricular high school program aimed
at inner-city students who are interested in the law but face barriers to succeeding in school.

LAWS provides a range of interactive learning experiences that exposes students to legal
issues, the justice system and the legal profession. It assists students to stay engaged in
school, access postsecondary studies and become informed and engaged citizens.

To deliver its unique programming, LAWS partners with lawyers, judges, justices of the
peace, courts, law firms, legal aid clinics and public interest organizations. Law students
volunteer as after-school tutors, workshop developers and facilitators, and coaches for
clubs such as debate and mock trial.
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Diane Goodman (’83)
International Human Rights Activist
Deputy Representative,

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
Nepal

(14 Being in the field with refugee women
and children and seeing their resilience
and what they can achieve in the most
difficult circumstances with absolutely
nothing has been incredibly inspiring. 929

Protecting the rights of displaced women and children
has been a lifelong calling for Diane Goodman, who
has witnessed brutal human rights violations while
working with the United Nations. Her career has
taken her to countries around the world, including
Sudan, Rwanda, Cambodia and Haiti, to reunite
families separated by war, help establish refugee camps
and secure the release of the wrongfully imprisoned.
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Number of applicants: 2110

Size of first-year class: 195

% of incoming students with graduate degrees: 23
Median LSAT score: 168 (96th %)

Median GPA for best three fulltime years: 86%

Number of student-run journals: 4

% of graduating class who secure articling positions: 90+

# of U of T students who have clerked for the Supreme Court since 2004: 34
$ distributed in financial aid for 2010-11: $2.5 million

J.D. Admission Requirements and Procedures

Admission Requirements

Undergraduate study

To be considered for admission in 2012-2013, applicants must have completed at least three years of post-secondary
study no later than the end of May 2012. Almost all of our students have completed a four-year undergraduate
university degree.

Law School Admission Test (LSAT)
The LSAT must be taken no later than February 2012. For entry in September 2012, LSAT scores taken on or after
the June 2008 administration of the test will be accepted.

In recent years, successful applicants had a median LSAT score in the 95th percentile and a median cumulative
undergraduate academic record of about 86% (this statistic is based on the best three years of an applicant’s
undergraduate academic record). Very few applicants are admitted with cumulative undergraduate records
below 80%, and LSAT scores below the 90th percentile, unless their backgrounds, other qualifications, or personal
accomplishments would, in the opinion of the Admissions Committee, contribute significantly to the class.

Admission Procedures
The following documents constitute a complete file and should be submitted directly to the Ontario Law School
Application Service (OLSAS):

- OLSAS application form

- Official and original copies of all post-secondary academic transcripts
- LSAT score report

- Personal statement

- Résumé (for mature applicants only)

The deadline for submitting applications for the 2012-2013 program is November 1, 2011.

For a more detailed explanation of our admission policies, requirements and procedures, please see the Prospective
Students section of the Faculty of Law website: www.law.utoronto.ca.

University of Toronto Faculty of Law
84 Queen’s Park, Room 108

Toronto, Ontario, Canada
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