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Christina Zampas is an international human rights lawyer with 30 years experience managing projects on 
law reform, litigation and training. Her scholarship and advocacy focus on UN and regional human rights 
law, particularly on sexual and reproductive rights.  
 
Christina has conducted advocacy at UN and regional human rights bodies and in national parliaments 
and ministries. She has advocated for development of standards and law and policy reform on issues 
ranging from the decriminalization of abortion, same sex conduct, and sex work, to gender based 
violence, contraception, human rights during childbirth, comprehensive sexuality education, legal gender 
identity, and the rights of marginalized populations.  She has led major research missions documenting 
human rights violations related to abortion, forced sterilization, and sex work, and has managed the 
publication of such findings.  Recently, she has also conducted research on the relationship between 
International Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law in the context of reproductive health 
care.  
 
Christina was the Human Rights Adviser to WHO’s Abortion Care Guideline Development Group (2019-
2022) and currently services as a peer reviewer to The International Committee of the Red Cross’ 
forthcoming updated commentary on Geneva Convention IV on the protection of civilians during war. 
Christina provided expert oral testimony before the Irish Parliament Joint Committee on the Eighth 
Amendment to the Constitution, as they pursued constitutional reform in the context of abortion 
(October 2018).  
 
Christina has litigated groundbreaking cases before the European Court of Human Rights on numerous 
issues, including, denial of access to lawful abortion, prenatal health information, and on the forced 
sterilization of Roma women and has filed amicus briefs in cases concerning sexual orientation and gender 
identity. She has also filed a collective complaint challenging discriminatory and non-evidence-based 
sexuality education programs in Croatian schools under the European Social Charter.  She has also been 
involved in cases before the Inter-American Commission and the Inter-American Court on Human Rights 
regarding unlawful deportation of Haitians from the United States, as well as lack of due diligence by law 
enforcement in a domestic violence case against the United States.  She provided oral expert legal 
testimony to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the case of I.V. v Bolivia, the Inter-American 
Court’s first case regarding forced sterilization, and its first case on informed consent in health care.   
Christina is the co-founder of the Women’s Human Rights Training Institute (WHRTI), in Bulgaria, the first 
training program for lawyers from Central and Eastern Europe on using international and regional human 
rights mechanisms to seek redress for violations of women’s rights. She has lectured widely and made 
presentations before policy and academic institutions around the globe.   
 
Christina worked at Amnesty International HQ as Senior Legal Advisor, the Center for Reproductive Rights 
as Regional Director for Europe, and later as Associate Director of Global Advocacy.  She also worked  at 
Parliamentarians for Global Action as Project Director for its work in West African parliaments.  She was a 
Practitioner-in Residence at University of Miami Law School Human Rights Clinic and a Visiting Lecturer in 
Russian university law faculties with Yale University and Open Society Foundations. She has done 
consultancy work for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNAIDS, UNFPA and the 
World Health Organization.  
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University College of Law and is licensed to practice law in New York.  She  has authored numerous 
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