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"The Legal Status of Emergency Contraception in Latin America," by Martin Hevia, 

International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics 116 (2012): 87-90. 

 Spanish translation 

 

“Canada:  Competing Frames of Access and Authority,”  by J.N. Erdman, in A. 

Foster and L.L. Wynn, eds, Emergency Contraception:  The Story of a Global 

Reproductive Health Technology (Palgrave MacMillan, 2012) 57-78. 

http://www.amazon.com/Emergency-Contraception-Global-Reproductive-

Technology/dp/0230102824 

 

"Emergency Contraception, Abortion and Evidence-based Law"  by R.J. Cook, B.M. 

Dickens and J.N. Erdman (2006) 93 International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics 

191-197.  Online: http://ssrn.com/abstract=944810 

 

 “Protecting Fairness in Women’s Health: The Case of Emergency Contraception,” 

by J.N. Erdman and R. J. Cook  in Just Medicare: What's In, What's Out, Who Decides 

Flood, C.M. ed. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2006), pp. 137-167. (PDF) 

 

 “Access to Emergency Contraception” by R. J. Cook and B.M. Dickens, in (2003) 

25(11) Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of Canada 914-916.  (PDF) 

 

“Re: Access to Emergency Contraception” Letter in Response to a Letter to the Editor, 

by R. J. Cook and B.M. Dickens, in (2004) 26(2) Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

of Canada 112.  (PDF) 

 

“Harm Reduction or Women’s Rights? Debating Access to Emergency 

Contraceptive Pills in Canada and the United States.” by Joanna N. Erdman, with 

L.L. Wynn, A.M. Foster and J. Trussell) (2007) 38(4) Studies in Family Planning 253-

267 (PDF) 

 

“Sexual Assault and Emergency Contraception,” (case study) Part 2, chapter 4 in 

Reproductive Health and Human Rights: Integrating Medicine, Ethics and Law by 

Rebecca J. Cook, Bernard M. Dickens and Mahmoud F. Fathalla (Oxford University 

Press, 2003)  

http://www.law.utoronto.ca/documents/reprohealth/RH_HRcase4-sexual_assault_EC.pdf 

 

"The Legal Status of Emergency Contraception," by R. J. Cook, B.M. Dickens, C. 

Ngwena and M.I. Plata (2002) 75 International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics : 

185-191 . Online in English and Spanish:   

http://ssrn.com/abstract=946444 

http://www.law.utoronto.ca/documents/reprohealth/SP03_anticoncepcion_de_emergencia

.pdf

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2019049
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THESIS BY PROGRAMME GRADUATE: 

Emergency Contraception Jurisprudence in Latin America:  Catholic Doctrine and 

Women’s Rights, by Fiorella Melzi, LL.M., Thesis submitted for the degree of Master of 

Laws, Graduate Department of the Faculty of Law, University of Toronto, 2005. Online 

at:  http://gradworks.umi.com/MR/07/MR07349.html 

Abstract: In this thesis, the author analyses legal challenges brought before courts in 

Chile and Argentina in which the challengers allege that emergency contraception is 

abortifacient and therefore a violation of the constitutional right to life of the unborn.   

Demonstrating that these courts have focused on a determination of when life begins, as 

opposed to when life should be legally protected, the author argues that they have based 

their rulings on Catholic doctrine rather than on scientific evidence.  She contrasts these 

approaches with those taken in similar cases by courts in the United Kingdom, Spain and 

in international human rights decisions. The author argues that by enforcing religious 

norms, these courts are jeopardizing the principle of secularity that is fundamental to 

democracy. Most importantly, the author demonstrates that these courts have violated 

women’s constitutional rights by ignoring women’s rights, concerns and needs, thereby 

frustrating women’s attempts to achieve equality. The author concludes with guidance for 

judges regarding appropriate reasoning in these cases.  
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